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SAHARANPUR : Once a part of
highly profitable micro, small
and medium-scale enterprises,
India’s wooden and iron handi-
craft industry is crying for
urgent political attention to sur-
vive. Decades of neglect and the
disastrous impacts of demoniti-
sation and Covid-19 pandemic
have only escalated its ordeal. 

In Uttar Pradesh’s Saharan-
pur Lok Sabha constituency,
known for its hand-carved arte-
facts, the industry employs two
lakh voters directly and another
four lakh indirectly. 

“No political party or leader
has bothered to address our
concerns but expect that we will
vote for them in the name of
caste and religion. In Saharan-
pur, artisans and affiliate indus-
tries are upset because of the
failure of every political party to
save this dying industry,” says
Sabir Ali Khan, a patron of
Saharanpur Wood Carving
Manufacturers’ Association. 

He claims that Saharanpur’s
woodcarving, handicraft and
cast-iron industry is fast dying
as youngsters are refusing to
adopt it. Lack of market linka-
ges, financing options by banks
and technological advancement
is crippling this once flourish-
ing industry, which predates the
Mughals. “We need market link-
ages and special zones with sin-
gle window export clearances in
Saharanpur since it is the hub of
wooden and iron handicrafts,”
says Khan, adding upskilling of
artisan families is also needed.

Declining exports 
While it is a major foreign
exchange earner through
exports, the woodcarving indus-
try’s popularity is steadily fall-
ing. According to a Press Infor-
mation Bureau report, the
export of wood and wooden
products has registered a nega-
tive 7.82% growth. Major coun-
tries importing wooden prod-

ucts and artefacts from India
are Europe, USA, and Canada. 

Majhar Islam, a handicraft
exporter, says more than 90 per
cent artisans associated with
the industry are Muslims and
the industry contributes a major
share in the district’s economy.
He said his export output has
declined to barely 30 per cent.
He attributed this to the
Ukraine war, global recession,
and low consumer spending. 

‘Artisans turning to 
furniture-making’ 
Khan points out that local lead-
ers are yet to come up with a
concrete plan to redeem the
industry. “They probably have
not even realised that most arti-
sans have shifted to furniture-
making. No doubt it is helping
them to meet their needs, but a
major handicraft industry of
India is dying,” rues Khan. 

On January 24, 2018, Uttar
Pradesh launched the One Dis-
trict One Product (ODOP) pro-
gramme that aims to identify
and promote one unique prod-
uct from each of the 75 districts
of the state. “The programme
has not helped the woodcarving
industry,” he says.  

The top three candidates in
Saharanpur this time are Imran
Masood from the Congress,
Majid Ali from the BSP, and
Raghav Lakhanpal from the
BJP. None have spoken about
the struggling industry so far. 

{ SAHARANPUR }  

Wooden handicraft 
industry: A casualty of 
political neglect 

In Saharanpur, known for its 
hand-carved artefacts, the 
industry employs two lakh 
voters directly and another 
four lakh indirectly. SOURCED

LUCKNOW : The Lucknow bench
of the Allahabad high court
sought fresh service report from
its office by April 29 on the noti-
ces issued to four political par-
ties earlier on a plea related to
the ban on caste-based rallies. 

The order was passed by a
division bench comprising Jus-
tice Rajan Roy and Justice Om
Prakash Shukla on April 10, in
response to a PIL filed by a local
lawyer Moti Lal Yadav in 2013.
The petitioner sought directives
from court to ECI to derecognise
political parties that hold caste-
based rallies. On March 18, 2024,
court issued fresh notices to four
political parties - BJP, SP, BSP,
and Congress. It also granted last
opportunity to counsel of  Union
of India to file reply, if any, as the
plea was pending since 2013. HTC

BAN ON CASTE-
BASED RALLIES: HC 
SEEKS REPORT ON 
NOTICES SERVED 
TO 4 POL PARTIES 
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LUCKNOW:  The battle for Jaun-
pur Lok Sabha seat has taken an
interesting turn with the Bahu-
jan Samaj Party (BSP) reviving
the Dhananjay Singh factor.

Despite his recent sentencing
by MP/MLA court to seven years
in prison, the BSP has placed its
faith in his local popularity,
nominating his wife Shrikala
Dhananjay Singh nee Shrikala
Reddy as its candidate from
Jaunpur for the 2024 general
elections. 

Dhananjay Singh has been
two-term MLA --from Jaunpur’s
Rari assembly seat as an inde-
pendent and as Janata Dal
United candidate from Malhani
assembly seat in 2002 and 2007
respectively. He also remained
MP between 2009 and 2014 on
BSP ticket. Shrikala hails from a
prominent business family in
Telangana and the only daughter
of the owners of the Nippon bat-
tery group.

Married to Dhananjay Singh
in 2017 after his two previous
marriages, Shrikala has been

actively involved in politics in
Jaunpur for the past three years.
She ascended to the position of
Zila Panchayat chairman in 2021.
Notably, her late father, Jitendra
Reddy, had a political back-
ground, having served as chair-
man of the Cooperative in Nal-
gonda and as an independent
MLA from Huzur Nagar assem-
bly seat of Nalgonda.

Expressing her gratitude to
BSP chief Mayawati for the
opportunity, Shrikala embarked
on her political journey by seek-
ing blessings at the Gauri
Shankar Dham Mahadev temple
in Sujanganj. Her candidacy has
made Dhananjay Singh’s sup-
porters sit up, as was evident in
the sizeable turnout at the tem-

ple.
Shrikala now faces formidable

opponents in the upcoming elec-
tions. The Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) has fielded Kripa
Shankar Singh, a former Con-
gress home minister of Maha-
rashtra, while the Samajwadi
Party has nominated Babu Singh
Kushwaha, a former minister in
the BSP government. 

Interestingly, both Singh and
Kushwaha have played mentor-
ship roles in Dhananjay Singh’s
political journey.

Kripa Shankar Singh, who
quit the Congress in 2019 and
joined BJP in 2021, is said to have
provided patronage to Dhanan-
jay Singh during his initial days
while Kushwaha helped him to
get MP ticket from BSP.

Initially eyeing the Jaunpur
seat under the JD (U) banner,
Dhananjay Singh shifted alle-
giance to the Samajwadi Party
after Kripa Shankar Singh’s BJP
candidacy. However, his plans
were disrupted by the court’s
verdict, sentencing him and his
associate Santosh Vikram Singh
in a kidnapping and extortion of
the Namami Gange project man-
ager, Abhinav Singhal, in 2020.

Jaunpur battle hots up as 
Dhananjay’s wife Shrikala 
throws hat in the ring

Shrikala Dhananjay Singh
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LUCKNOW:  The BJP on Tuesday
named two more candidates
for the Lok Sabha from Uttar
Pradesh. In Deoria, it replaced
sitting MP and former UP BJP
chief Ramapati Ram Tripathi
with former MP (retd) lieuten-
ant general Prakash Mani Tri-
pathi’s son Shashank Mani Tri-
pathi. 

In Firozabad, the BJP has
named former BSP leader Tha-
kur Vishwadeep Singh in the
place of sitting MP Chandra
Sen Jadon. Vishwadeep, whose
father was an MP from the
Samajwadi Party, had con-
tested the 2014 Lok Sabha polls
on a BSP ticket but lost the con-
test. 

Jadon had won against SP’s
Akshay Yadav in Firozabad but
with SP renaming Akshay on
the seat, Vishwadeep would
now be tasked with defeating
Akshay, the son of Samajwadi
Party veteran Ram Gopal
Yadav. Ram Tripathi had
defeated the SP-BSP alliance
candidate Vinod Kumar Jais-
wal from Deoria. 

The BJP has so far named 73
candidates, denying tickets to
21 including 19 sitting MPs. The
party hasn’t still named candi-
dates on the Kaiserganj and
Rae Bareli Lok Sabha seats. 

Rae Bareli is a Congress bas-
tion from where former Con-
gress chief Sonia Gandhi won
in the 2019 Lok Sabha polls.
This time, the Congress has still
not named candidates for Ame-
thi and Rae Bareli. Speculations
are rife that the BJP is delaying
announcement on the seat to
factor in the Congress’ move. 

In Kaiserganj, its heavy-
weight MP Brij Bhushan
Sharan Singh has been in the
eye of the storm following alle-
gations of sexual misconduct
levelled on him by some of
country’s celebrated athletes.
Some leaders, including those
in the BJP, believe that the
delay in naming party’s candi-
date on the seat is a tactical
move. 

BJP DROPS 
SITTING MPS 
IN DEORIA, 
FIROZABAD 
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PILIBHIT: A cluster of 10 gram
panchayats in Pilibhit district’s
Puranpur tehsil with a popula-
tion of 70,000 Bangladeshi Hin-
dus is abuzz with activities these
days. 

Keen to shed the Bangladeshi
tag and become Indian nation-
als, many members of the com-
munity can be seen filling up
application forms, collecting
photocopies of documents and
assembling at cyber cafes in vil-
lage markets to collect details
about the Indian Citizenship
portal launched after the notifi-
cation of the Citizenship Amend-
ment Act (CAA) rules by the
Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA)
on March 13.

These 10 gram panchayats —
Kundannagar, Bidhipur,
Najaulia Natka, Gabia, Maharaj-
pur, Nagoria Lalpur, Ramnagra,
Sela and Dhuria — are all located
near the Sharda Sagar dam in
Pilibhit which goes to polls in the
first phase of the Lok Sabha elec-
tion on April 19.

Almost a mini-Bengal, a small
market has come up in the mid-
dle of Ramnagra village dotted
with cyber cafes, provision
stores, medicine stores, eating

joints serving Bengali dishes and
various shops to serve the
demand of the local people.

The locals’ cause found poll-
time resonance when Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
addressing a public meeting in
Pilibhit on April 9, said the peo-
ple who fled due to atrocities
abroad, are Hindus and Sikhs,
“they are our own people and
should be given citizenship”
even as he attacked the Congress
and Samajwadi Party for oppos-
ing CAA due to their “appease-
ment policies”. 

The families staying in Pilib-
hit, who have come from other
countries will benefit from CAA,
the prime minister said.

Less than a week later,
Dipankar Mistri, 24, resident of
Ramnagara village in Puranpur
tehsil of Pilibhit, was seen scan-
ning the applications submitted
by villagers for uploading on the
Indian Citizenship portal.  A
Class 12 passout, Mistri set up a
makeshift cyber cafe near
Sharda Sagar Dam that touches
the border of Uttarakhand and
Nepal. 

“I have been uploading the
applications of villagers on the
portal. I know the eligibility
norms and documents  required
to apply for Indian citizenship. A
majority of the villagers’ applica-
tions have been uploaded. Ini-
tially, there were some hiccups
due to extra documents sought
by MHA, but the matter has been
sorted out. We are eagerly wait-
ing for Indian citizenship to get
rid of the Bangladeshi tag,” he
said.

Mentioning his roots, he said,
“My grandfather migrated from
Bangladesh, then known as East
Pakistan, during the 1971 Indo-
Pak war to seek refuge in India.
We were allotted land near the

Sharda river in Pilibhit. My
father started agriculture there.
I was born in Ramnagara village.
Though we have been living in
the area for three generations,
the local administration treats us
as outsiders. We have to run
from pillar to post to get the ben-
efit of government schemes. The
Indian government’s announce-
ment about granting us citizen-
ship has come as a ray of hope.
We will be treated on par with
Indian citizens and India will be
our homeland.” 

A majority of the settlers have
Aadhaar cards, voter identity
cards and ration cards. Their
children are enrolled in local
schools. “We have all the docu-
ments provided by the govern-
ment.  Once we are registered as
genuine citizens, we will live
comfortably without harass-
ment by the local police,” said
Vishnu Mandal, a villager. 

Harshit Mahto, 78, who came
from Faridpur in Bangladesh,
said, “We have been staying in
Pilibhit for three decades. My
children were born and grew up
in Ramnagra village, but our
grievances are not disposed of by
officers of Puranpur tehsil,
under which the village is

located. For jobs abroad, we
require passport, but our appli-
cation was rejected during police
verification.”

Suval Das, 80, came to the vil-
lage from West Bengal but is
treated as a Bangladeshi by the
local administration. His son
Sameer Das runs a sweet shop in
the market.  “Our name has been
deleted from the voters’ list,” Das
said and added, “I have submit-
ted documents to officers, but
the names of my family mem-
bers have not been registered in
the electoral rolls. Our children
are denied government jobs.”
Suchitra Das, 55, who migrated
from Jessore district in Bangla-
desh, said, “The documents sub-
mitted for registration are
required to be attested by local
resident. A Sikh farmer Manjit
Singh had attested my docu-
ments and is the witness in my
case. I deposited Rs 200 at the
cyber cafe for uploading the doc-
uments on the portal whereas
the government has fixed a
charge of Rs 55 per form.”  The
CAA amends the Citizenship Act
of 1955 to pave the way for pro-
viding Indian citizenship to Hin-
dus, Sikhs, Christians, Buddhists,
Jains, and Parsis who migrated
from neighbouring Muslim-ma-
jority countries such as Pakistan,
Bangladesh, and Afghanistan
before December 31, 2014.

Under the 2019 amendment of
the Act, migrants who entered
India till December 31, 2014, and
had suffered “religious persecu-
tion or fear or religious persecu-
tion” in their country of their ori-
gin would be made eligible for
accelerated citizenship. As the
polling day drew near, majority
of the Bengali community mem-
bers welcomed the PM’s assur-

ance regarding citizenship and
expressed support for the BJP.

Dr Mukund Biswas, who runs
a medical centre, said his forefa-
thers migrated from Khulna in
Bangladesh to Ram Nagara in
Pilibhit district. 

“In 1989, we were relocated
near Sharda Sagar Dam after our
village was eroded due to a
change in the river course,”  he
said.  A Pilibhit district adminis-
tration officer said the adminis-
tration had conducted a survey
in 2019 in the 10 gram pancha-
yats  to collect details of those
who migrated from Bangladesh.

“After the Lok Sabha election,
the district administration team
will visit villages to collect the
details of people who have
applied on the citizenship por-
tal,” he said.  Sunil Gangwar, a
BJP district unit leader said,
there are 6.5% Bengali voters in
Pilibhit Lok Sabha constituency.

“The BJP government is com-
mitted to their welfare and the
community will support the
party candidate in the Lok Sabha
election,” he said. 

CAA fuels poll season hopes 
in Pilibhit’s mini-Bengal
In 10 gram 
panchayats with a 
population of 70,000 
Bangladeshi Hindus, 
most are making a 
beeline to register as 
Indian citizens as 
their cause finds 
poll-time resonance

Villagers at a cyber cafe in Ramnagara village in Pilibhit district 
to submit applications for uploading on the citizenship portal. HT

Harshit Mahto, 78, who 
migrated from Faridpur 
district in Bangladesh, is one of
those awaiting registration as 
an Indian citizen. HT

BATTLING OUTSIDER 
TAG FOR 
GENERATIONS
l The Bangladeshi Hindu 

migrants are settled in 10 
gram panchayats — 
Kundannagar, Bidhipur, 
Najaulia Natka, Gabia, 
Maharajpur, Nagoria Lalpur,
Ramnagra, Sela and Dhuria 
in Pilibhit.

l A majority of the settlers 
have Aadhaar cards, voter 
identity cards and ration 
cards and their children are 
enrolled in local schools but,
without citizenship, they 
feel their fate hangs in the 
balance as they are treated
as outsiders.

l Many villagers’ applications
have been uploaded on the
citizenship portal that was 
launched after notification 
of the CAA rules in March.

l There are 6.5% Bengali 
voters in Pilibhit Lok Sabha 
constituency, according to a
BJP leader.

l After the Lok Sabha election,
district administration 
teams will visit villages to 
collect details of people who
have applied on the 
citizenship portal, according
to an official. 
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AGRA : Sitting MP from Mainpuri
Dimple Yadav on Tuesday filed
her nomination papers for the
Lok Sabha seat. She was accom-
panied by her husband and Sam-
ajwadi Party president Akhilesh
Yadav and party national general
secretaries Ram Gopal Yadav
and Shivpal Yadav, who targeted
the BJP for making false prom-
ises. 

Before filing her papers, Dim-
ple paid her respects to her
father-in-law and SP patriarch
Mulayam Singh Yadav at his
‘samadhi’ in Etawah’s Safai. 

“Our supporters are very
enthusiastic because they know
that the Samajwadi Party will
win the seat with even a bigger
margin this time,” she said after
filing her papers. 

Speaking to the media, the SP

president claimed the BSP
changed its candidate for the
seat after “getting a phone call
from the BJP”, and promised to
declare the party’s pick for Kan-
nauj soon. 

‘The chief minister of Madhya
Pradesh was here in Mainpuri
on Monday to see the develop-
ment here. I can assure him that
we will help him in case he
wants to replicate in his state

what has been done in Mainpuri:
four-lane roads, a runway and
an expressway,” Akhilesh said. 

Slamming the BJP over its
‘unkept’ promises, Akhilesh said,
“The BJP has a habit of lying and
making false promises. Their
members of parliament are una-
ble to tell their achievements of
ten years... Inflation and unem-
ployment are at an all-time
high.” 

‘Will win with a bigger margin’: Dimple 
Yadav seeks reelection from Mainpuri

Dimple Yadav filing her nomination paper. Akhilesh Yadav, 
senior SP leader Ram Gopal Yadav, and Shivpal Yadav also 
accompanied her in Mainpuri on Tuesday. HT PHOTO
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Regional Office: 1st Floor, B.D.A. Complex, Priyadarshani
Nagar, Bareilly (U.P.)

Possession Notice
Notice is hereby given under the Securitization and Reconstructions of Financial Assets & Enforcement of Security Interest
Act, 2002 and In exercise of powers conferred under section 13(12) read with Rule-3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement)
Rules, 2002, The Bank Issued demand notices on the date mentioned against account and stated hereinafter calling upon
them to repay the amount within 60 Day’s from the date of receipt of said notice. The Borrower having failed to repay the
Amount, notice is hereby given to Borrowers and the Public in general the undersigned has taken the Possession of property
described herein below in exercise of power conferred on him/her under section 13(4) of the said Act read with Rule 8 of the
said Rule on dated. The borrower in particular and the public in general are hereby cautioned not to deal with the property, and
dealing with the property will be subject to the charge of Union Bank of India, Branch Ruhelkhand University, Bareilly for
the amounts and interest thereon.

Name & Addresses of the Borrower/
Guarantors Account and Branch Name

Outstanding Amount of
SARAFESI ACT 2002/ Notice Date

Description of the Immovable
Properties Mortgaged

Borrower: Mr. Faeek Abbas S/o Mr.
Mahboob Ahmad 4, Ejaj Nagar Gautiya
Near Dominar Masjid, Old City Bareilly UP
243001.
Guarantor: Mr. Mohd.Anees KhanS/oMr.
Rais Ahmad Khan, 1248, Ward No. 67,
Purana Kabristan, Ejaj Nagar Gautiya
Bareilly UP243006.
Mr.Mohd. SadiqS/oNausheBux, 194/14A,
Ejaj Nagar Gautiya, Near Chand Masjid
Bareilly UP243006.

Rs. 13,86,761.98 (Rupees
Th i r teen Lakh Eigh ty S ix
Thousand Seven Hundred Sixty
One & Ninety Eight Paisa Only) +
Interest &OtherCharges.

EM of Residential House at No. 214 of Khasra
No. 32 situated at Jagatpur Lala Begum,
Pargana Tehsil District Bareilly, Owned By Mr.
Faeek Abbas S/o Mahboob Ahmad. Total extent
of property is 66.23 sq.mtr., Property Bounded
As: East: Road 10 Feet wide, West: Land of
Rafeeq, North: House of Ashfaque, South:
House ofOthers.
Note: Without prejudice to the Bank’s Right,
earlier 13(4) demand notice issued under
Sarfaesi Act 2002, if any, shall be treated as
withdrawn. Bank Reserve the Right to further
proceed underSarfaesiAct, 2002.

Possession Date
15/04/2024

Demand Notice Date
30/01/2024

Authorised Officer, Union Bank of IndiaDate: 17.04.2024 Place: Bareilly
Branch: Ruhelkhand University Bareilly.


